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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, December 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York 

and via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina D. Picinich  

Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi 

Trustee Karine P. Patiño 

Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

 

Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

                   Absent:   Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer  

 

December 20, 2021 

5:30pm Work Session 

 

1. Proposed changes to Rules of Procedure   

2. Proposed changes to Rules for Appointment to Boards and Commissions 

 

7pm Regular Meeting 

 

Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 
Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605 

 

Resignation – Anthony C. Markus - Deputy Mayor, Trustee 

 

Pursuant to Village Law Section 3-312  

Mayor Appoints – Lisa C. Abzun – Village Trustee 

 

Mayor Appointment - Deputy Mayor 

 

Mayor Picinich appointed Lisa C. Abzun as Trustee and Deputy Mayor for the 

current year.  

 

Deputy Mayor Abzun began by saying that she wanted to take a moment to thank 

Judge Farrell for coming out to administer her oath, and to thank Mayor Picinich for 

asking her to serve her community.  She went on to say that it was humbling to be 

asked to serve the community in a new way.  She is honored to serve with her fellow 

Trustees and Village support staff.  She is looking forward to putting in the work to make 

the Village the best example of community we can be.   

 

1. Communications: 

 

a. Earth and Arbor Day requests 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 

approve the Earth Day Celebration on Saturday, April 23, 2022 and the Arbor Day 

celebration on Saturday, April 30, 2022; all in favor: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605
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Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

b. Farmers Market request 

  

A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to approve the dates for the Farmers Market with the understanding that there would 

need to be coordination in September for the Kisco 5K and Septemberfest; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 
   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

2. Petitions: None. 

 

3. Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4. Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. Water report 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that total water production for the month of 

November was a little less than 40.5 million gallons for an average of about 1.35 million 

gallons per day.  This is a little below both our October and September average.  The 

Leonard Park wells were in use for five days producing 633,855 gallons of the total 

month’s production.  Byram Lake was at 100% at the beginning of the month and ended 

at 99%.  

 

Mayor Picinich asked why the wells were running this month.  Mr. Brancati replied 

that it is important to run them to ensure they are working correctly and keep the water 

in good quality.  There is also work being done at the plant and so they need them on 

from time to time to make sure we are keeping up with production.  

 

b. Tax reminder 

Mr. Brancati advised residents that 2nd half Village Taxes are due by Monday, 

January 3, 2022 as Village offices are closed on December 31st.  Payments can be made 

online, by mail directly to the lockbox, or by coming into Village Hall.  

 

c. Village offices closed 

Mr. Brancati advised that Village Offices would be closed on Friday, December 

24th and Friday, December 31st in observance of Christmas and New Year’s Day 

respectively.  Friday refuse pickup will happen on the following Monday; Monday, 

December 27, 2021 and Monday, January 3, 2022 respectively.  Mr. Brancati also 

advised that normal parking enforcement will resume in Village lots on January 3, 2022.  

 

d. Award announcement – Climate Action Plan  

Mr. Brancati announced that the Village was awarded up to $28,000 by the State 

of New York to develop a Climate Action Plan for the Village.  
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5. Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Abzun wanted to mention that the Mount Kisco Arts Council was 

the recipient of an award from the County Legislature and they are very excited to be 

able to have these funds to bring back into the community.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that people have been experiencing difficulties 

regarding testing availability and asked that the Village Manager continue to keep the 

residents up to date on any information we receive.  She continued on to say that she 

was asked to request an update on the ConEd work being done on South Moger.  She 

states that the residents of Stewart Heights are hearing loud noises from 8pm until 3am 

daily.  

Mr. Brancati replied that they were granted a permit to do this work at night 

because on the streets they are working on there are no residences.  The zone is a 

commercial zone with heavy daytime traffic and out of concern for the impact on traffic 

and local businesses that would be caused by this work being done during the day this 

work was permitted to be done at night.  However, he mentioned that they could review 

the permit and have a discussion with ConEd to amend the work times.  

 

Deputy Mayor Abzun also made mention that with the holidays coming to an end, 

traffic should slow down and she also requested that the work hours of the permit be 

revisited.  

 

Trustee Schleimer continued to say that if we were going to play with the hours 

we would also need to be mindful of bus schedules.  She continued to wish all the 

residents a happy holidays and a happy new year that is easier and brings joy to all.  

 

Trustee Bianchi wanted to mention that Vincent’s Table in Yonkers is having their 

annual distribution where families will be given 12-15 pounds of food.  She also wanted 

to wish everyone a happy holidays and a happy new year and thanked all those who 

adopted areas to keep the Village looking festive and happy.  

 

Trustee Patiño wanted to mention that the Westchester County PD have opened 

their cadet program for any student that might be interested in a career in law 

enforcement.  She will post links on the Village Facebook page.  She also mentioned that 

there is a Youth Senate Leadership Recognition Award if anyone knows a student that is 

deserving of a nomination.   She also wanted to thank the Chamber of Commerce for 

their activity this past weekend with Frosty, is looking forward to attending next year, 

and was excited that the Chamber offers these activities to the community.  Trustee 

Patiño also wished the residents a happy and healthy holiday season and wanted to 

express her gratitude to everyone who makes Mount Kisco as special as it is.   She 

ended by reminding residents to shop local to help support our mom and pop stores here 

in the Village.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the seven day average of Covid positivity 

rate is 6.2% in Westchester County.  There are currently 8,819 active cases in the 

County with 69 in Mount Kisco.  On Friday there were nine (9) Covid patients at 

Northern Westchester Hospital and one (1) in the ICU.  In the 10549 zip code, 96.4% of 

those eligible to receive the vaccine have received at least one dose and 83.8% have 

received two doses.  We are seeing that vaccination is the key to reduce the severity of 

symptoms and fatalities.  She mentioned that testing has been a challenge lately, but 

you can look online as there are places around that might have openings.  Mayor Picinich 

continued on to say that she signed onto a letter asking Governor Hochul to keep AIM 

funding and also to establish the Municipal Investment Initiative which would provide 

additional aide to municipalities based on a formula.  She also participated in the New 

York Conference of Mayors (NYCOM) class on ethics for Zoning Boards of Appeals and 
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Planning Boards.  It was a great session with information forwarded on to all those 

members who sit on our Boards as part of continuing education.  She wanted to thank 

the Fire department, the Legion, and the Lions for the wonderful party and fire truck 

rides that they provided to the kids of the community.  She also had the honor of 

participating along with Assemblyperson Burdick as he recognized Stop and Shop for the 

work they do and their forward thinking in hiring differently abled individuals.  She also 

wanted to point out a grant the library has been working through called Community 

Conversations focusing on the homeless in our community.  They have been gathering 

folks in need and have had three conversations trying to unearth and understand the 

challenges that they face.  They have discussed mental health and how the pandemic 

has impacted basic services.  Mayor Picinich also wanted to advise residents that 

Operation Blue Santa will once again be visiting the Village so do not be alarmed if you 

hear sirens blaring.   

 

6. Old Business: 
 

7. New Business: 

 

a. Appointment – Chair of Landmark & Historical Preservation 

Commission- Joan Stewart 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Abzun to appoint Joan Stewart as chair of the Landmark & Historical Preservation 

Commission; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

b. Schedule Village Board meetings – January through June 2022 

  

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Patiño 

to approve the schedule of Village Board Meetings for the first half of 2022 as follows:  

 

Monday     January 3, 2022       7:00pm      Regular Meeting 

Monday     January 24, 2022       7:00pm       Regular Meeting 

Monday    February 7, 2022        7:00pm      Regular Meeting 

Wednesday      February 23, 2022        7:00pm       Regular Meeting 

Monday    March 7, 2022        7:00pm       Regular Meeting 

Monday    March 21, 2022       7:00pm       Regular Meeting 

Monday    April 4, 2022  7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday    April 18, 2022  7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday    May 2, 2022   7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday    May 16, 2022  7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

 Monday    June 6, 2022   7:00 pm  Regular Meeting  

 Wednesday    June 22, 2022  7:00pm  Regular Meeting 
 

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 



 

 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting December 20, 2021 5 

 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 
   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

c. Tax settlement -  154 Main Street 

 

Mr. Singleton began by saying that the process is that they file to challenge the 

assessment of property and they tend to let it go for a period of time.  The petitioner 

asked that it be lowered where the Assessor then gives it a value.  We negotiate where 

we can and try to avoid going to court.  This property, the owner feels has been 

depressed and have challenged their current assessment.  After some back and forth we 

have come to the settlement agreement proposed here.  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 

accept the tax settlement for 154 Main Street as follows:  

 

 
Property Owner  Tax Designation  Years 

 

SL Mount Kisco LLC  80.25-2-9   2016 to 2021 (Town)  

         2017 to 2021 (Village) 

           

Village Proceedings: 

 

Assessment Year: Original: Proposed Settlement: Reduction: 

2017   $490,000 $427,440   $62,560 

2018   $490,000 $415,000   $75,000 

2019   $490,000 $393,500   $96,500 

2020   $490,000 $372,500   $117,500 

2021   $490,000 $321,640   $168,360 

 

Town Proceedings: 

 

Assessment Year: Original: Proposed Settlement: Reduction: 

2016   $1,030,000 $915,600   $114,400 

2017   $1,030,000 $897,000   $133,000 

2018   $1,030,000 $813,500   $216,500 

2019   $1,030,000 $784,000   $246,000 

2020   $1,030,000 $678,540   $351,460 

2021   $880,000 $688,000   $192,000 

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

d. Bid Award recommendation contract 2021-04 – Legion Way Bridge 

 

There was some discussion about where the bridge was located and when the 

work would start to ensure that businesses and residences would have as little negative 

impact as possible.  
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A motion was made by Trustee Patiño and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 

award Contract 2021-04 to PCI Industries Corp. of Mount Vernon, New York with a bid of 

$929,900.00; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

e. Authorize BQ Energy quarterly payments  

 

Mr. Brancati explained that this adjustment is to accommodate payments going 

to BQ Energy from ConEd that would not have any impact on revenue.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 

authorize BQ Energy to make quarterly payments on the lease agreement with the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 
   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

8. Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project 

Funds 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi 

to pay the bills as submitted on December 17, 2021 for the months of November and 

December 2021 as follows: 

 

General Fund      $ 240,504.63 

Water Fund      $ 252,683.55 

Sewer Fund      $   10,761.76 

Library Fund      $   17,643.78    

Capital Fund      $ 209,689.19 

Trust Fund      $    3,874.50 

    TOTAL   $ 735,157.41 

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 
   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following bills: Glenco Supply, Mr. Brancati 

replied that this was most likely an annual order; Mackenzie Electric, Mr. Brancati replied 

that we have looked into renting a bucket truck, but most likely if used cooperatively 

would be needed at the same time, this bill is for materials delivered.  Refund on parking 

permit, replied that these are handled on a case by case basis; NYS Comptroller, this is 
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for the State’s share of Court fines; Denooyer Chevy, this is for a new truck in 

accordance with our replacement schedule;  

 

9. Minutes: None. 

 

10. Non-Local Business: None. 

 

11. Public Comment:  Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 
Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605 

 

 Mr. John Rhodes wanted to comment on the construction that is happening on 

South Moger Avenue.  He wanted to thank Deputy Mayor Abzun and Trustee Schleimer 

for bringing the subject up.  It is a particular concern to him as he lives in Stewart 

Heights and he would like to respectfully disagree with some of the comments that the 

Village Manager made about it.  First of all it is a mixed residential neighborhood; 

probably more than 100 families live within a block of this construction and personally he 

has experienced the jack hammers being used until 3 a.m., sometimes later.  To give 

you an idea of what that is like, the sound level down on the street level outside of the 

building is at 130 decibels which according to the APA is dangerous and can cause 

hearing damage.  The level inside our apartment at 3 a.m. was over 80 decibels which, 

with prolonged exposure can cause hearing damage, so it is basically the sound of a 

motorcycle running in the hallway or running right next to your bedroom.  It is not a 

quiet noise, it is very disturbing and he can’t imagine the people who live closer with 

children that have to go to school or parents that have to go to work have to deal with.  

It is not just an inconvenience it is a real hazard to public safety.  The other thing is 

there was a restriction over the Thanksgiving holiday, and there should be no reason 

that there shouldn’t be the same restriction during the upcoming holidays.  He also 

doesn’t believe it is unreasonable to ask that after the New Year the Village ask to 

reschedule this work to the daytime.  It is not really the same situation as 117 and many 

residences are much closer to the construction and dangerous noise levels.  Also unlike 

117, there are 2-3 separate routes, that if one of the lanes had to be closed, traffic can 

still be diverted through other streets.  He is shocked that there seems to have been 

little or no consideration given to the welfare and the comfort of people who live right 

around this area.  There are over 100 families that are being subjected to this now and 

he really hopes that the Board urges the Village Manager to use whatever powers he has 

with the ConEd contractor to tell them there shouldn’t be any construction going on 

during the holidays and to change this work to daytime to save people’s sleep and 

health.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the regular meeting at 8:24 pm.  

 

Executive Session  

 

To discuss the proposed lease of real property and the proposed sale of real 

property where publicity would substantially affect the value thereof.   

 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605

